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The 3M Micro Professional Projector
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light-emitting diode (LED) lamp as
its light source. This lamp choice
reduced the electricity needed to run
the projector. Since LEDs run so cool,
it also removed the need to include
any internal cooling system. Finally,
the overall low energy draw of the
unit makes it possible for 3M to run
the unit on battery power for about
an hour while still keeping its total
weight to 5.6 ounces.
Before you run out and purchase
one, I do need to caution you that
the power output of this unit is only
seven lumens. Many DLP projectors
are rated at 1,000 to 2,500 lumens.
This basically means that this micro projector would work best for a
presentation before a small group, to
share photos still on a digital camera
with a group of friends or students,
or to save the day if a projector isn’t
available when
you need to give a
presentation to a
larger group.
From the
emerging technology perspective, the unit is
groundbreaking,
and if 3M stays on
target, the guts of
this machine will
start to appear
later this year as
an internal feature in some cell
phones and digital cameras. You
can view this tiny
machine in action at www.
technologytoday.us/id27.htm.

Recalling the Facts
1. What are the significant advantages and disadvantages of the MPro
110 over other digital projectors?
2. If you were a member of the
engineering team that developed the
first generation of this technology,
describe significant developments
you would want to implement in
future generations.
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